
Plate 519 Hebe Macrocarpa 

Veronica macrocarpos 

Common names: Speedwell, Bird’s eye, Gypsy weed. 

Mᾶori names: Koromiko, korohiku, korokio, kokomuka 

New Zealand, 8th October, 1769 – 31st March, 1770 

 

Hebe macrocarpa is a shrub that can grow up to 1m to 2m high with leaves about 

55mm to 150mm long x 12mm to 30mm wide, oblong-elliptical in shape and dark green 

in colour. The flowers are generally white although some cultivated varieties can be 

lavender to purple in colour. Such colours occurring in the wild have been attributed to 

naturally occurring hybrids rather than a separate variety. The plant is a native to the 

North Island, New Zealand and historically, has been used as an herbal remedy for 

various digestive ailments. 

The genus name ‘veronica’ used in the original binomial nomenclature was adopted by 

Carl Linnaeus based on common usage of the name in many European languages for 

plants in this group. Such a usage in English is noted as far back as 1572. As devotees of 

the Linnaean system of classification, Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander would readily 

place the plant into this genus at the time of discovery in October 1769 and March 1770 

in Tolaga Bay and Totara nui, New Zealand. The Mᾶori name Koromiko is the general 

name for the hebes in the Mᾶori language and is shared over a range of ‘hebe’ species.  

The plant has been and remains very popular among gardeners, both professional and 

amateur since the 18th century because of the ease of propagation and cultivation, with 

many cultivars produced since 1845. Given full sun or semi shade it is suitable for a 

wide range of types of garden including patios, wildlife gardens, low maintenance 

gardens, and coastal gardens. The ideal environment is within a temperature range 7-

22C and avoidance of overly wet conditions. Cultivated plants are typically compact in 

their growth therefore are best planted alongside other flowering shrubs. Also, they 

make ideal container plants.  

Veronica macrocarpos was, originally, part of the family group of plants called 

Scrophulariaceae. This family group consisted of up to 275 genera and over 5000 

species. In recent times many of this family have been transferred to other family 

groups as a result of molecular and DNA analysis. In particular, ‘hebe’ and ‘veronica’ 

genera are now part of the family Plantaginaceae. This re-classification is formally 

accepted by the Royal Horticultural Society.  

The name ‘hebe macrocarpa’ was published in 1927 by Cockayne & Allan using the 1794 

basionym Veronica macrocarpos published by Martin Vahl(1749-1804). Leonard 



Cockayne(1855-1934) and Harry Allan(1882-1957) were eminent New Zealand botanists. 

Allan was elected as a fellow of the Linnean Society of London in 1916. The name ‘hebe’ 

is considered to refer to the Greek goddess of youth, Hebe, daughter of Zeus and Hera, 

but the reason as to why is unclear.  

Hebe macrocarpa was one of the plants that Sydney Parkinson had completed the 

artwork prior to his death. This artwork formed the basis of the copperplate engraving 

required for the Florilegium by Banks. The engraving was carried out by Jean Baptiste 

Michel Dupréel who produced seven engravings in total for Banks, six of which were 

based on the artwork of Parkinson. This was a relatively small number in comparison to 

the output of other engravers. Jean Baptiste Michel, as he was generally known, was a 

French engraver proficient in both stipple and line engraving. Stipple engraving involves 

creating an image by distributing a pattern of dots of various sizes and densities on the 

surface of the copperplate either by gouging out the dots with a burin or through an 

etching process. Line-engraving, on the other hand, involves cutting lines into the 

surface of the copperplate to create the toned image. 

Michel moved to London around 1780 during the period when Banks was most active in 

trying to complete the Florilegium. In all probability, his skills being greatly sought after. 

While in London, Michel had been commissioned to engrave various decorative, 

religious and historical plates based on designs of old masters such a Leonardo. He was 

regularly commissioned by the John Boydell, Shakespeare Gallery to produce such work 

as the stipple engraving entitled, Third Part of King Henry the Sixth, Act 5, Scene7. King 

Edward & Queen Elizabeth, with the infant Prince, Clarence, Gloster, Hastings, etc, 

published in 1795. 

The engraving for Plate 519 would have been produced via the line method. 

Robert Parkinson 
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